Draft Charter Alternative Energy Cluster
Purpose:  To advance the concept and discussion of renewable alternative energy opportunities in SE Alaska to provide a diverse, reliable and economic matrix, of space heating, transportation fuels and electric generation.
Renewable energy means, the production of electricity, heating and transportation fuels from biomass (manufacturing and logging residues, forest thinning, new fibre, solid waste), hydrokinetic, (tidal, wave, lake tap), geothermal and wind.


Convening Values:  See Roundtable convening values.
Goals:  
Undertake education efforts to raise awareness of people both inside and outside Alaska to opportunities in hydrokinetic energy production.  (projects not dependent on dams)
Demonstrate emerging alternative energy technologies and invest in targeted research to advance opportunities.

Create a renewable energy technology research center.

Develop base users for woody biomass technologies, such as wood chips, pellets and related fuels to enable economies of scale in this emerging sector.

� Note biomass definition was controversial in the previous committee that undertook this topic.   Definition will likely need additional discussion, consider work being done on this topic at the national level as part of climate change legislation.
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