Tongass Futures Roundtable

Shellfish-Mariculture Working Group

DRAFT CHARTER
The Shellfish-Mariculture Working Group (SMWG) is established as a Working Group of the Tongass Futures Roundtable.  One of the stated goals of the Roundtable is to “Advocate for Southeast Alaska to have a robust, community-based, diversified and stable economy.”  

There is a great opportunity to create a strong, viable locally based shellfish industry in coastal communities that is environmentally and economically sustainable.  The development of a shellfish industry will be built with private sector investment and viable public policy. 

The SMWG is charged to advance this goal by encouraging sustainable resource use policies, programs and practices in Alaska’s communities, industries, land uses, transportation, and government.  

The SMWG may collaborate with other economic development organizations to implement sustainable development projects, actions or initiatives, including:

· Evaluate and make recommendations for polices that encourage sustainable use of the marine environment through the development of viable shellfish - mariculture techniques for growing shellfish in the coastal waters of the state of Alaska.

· Helping to design or support projects that demonstrate sustainable shellfish – mariculture growing uses and practices, better utilization of current practices that  increase private sector jobs in the region and increase the region’s population.

· Sponsor knowledgeable speakers on topics pertaining to sustainable shellfish –mariculture farming and economic development.

· Recommending and demonstrating ways to achieve a shellfish–mariculture farming industry that has continuity, sustainability and reliability.

· Recommending ways to achieve a shellfish–mariculture industry that is integrated, uses best practices, demonstrates value-added economic activity.

· Recommending ways to encourage development of entrepreneurs in all economic sectors of the shellfish-mariculture industry.
· Recommend ways to for public policy to encourage the development of the shellfish-mariculture industry and maintain appropriate allocation of common property resources. 

Definitions:
· “Sustainable practices” are those that can be perpetuated indefinitely.

· “Sustainable economic development” and “sustainability” have been defined as policies and programs that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.

· “Sustainable development” has been defined as required that economic development, social development and environmental protection are interdependent and mutually reinforcing components. 

